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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Chamber Orchestra 
of Kona presents  
two concerts 
featuring local soloists

The Chamber Orchestra of 
Kona (COOK), a local commu-
nity orchestra comprised of 
approximately 30 musicians, 
will presents a pair of concerts 
at the Aloha Theater in Kainaliu 
at 6 p.m. Saturday and 4 p.m. 
Sunday.

Each concert will present just 
over an hour of orchestral music. 
Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.chamberorchestraofko-
na.com/concerts.html.

The concerts, called “Spotlight 
on Soloists,” will feature mem-
bers of the orchestra in four 
dynamic and exciting perfor-
mances, including Peter Bosted 

on oboe performing “Gabriel’s 
Oboe” from the 1986 movie The 
Mission composed by Enrico 
Morricone and Charlie O’Kelly 
on trumpet playing selections 
from The Trumpet Concerto in 
E Major by Johann Nepomuk 
Hummel. David Turner will be fea-
tured in The Clarinet Concerto 
by Maria Von Weber, known for 
operas such as Der Freischütz, 
Euryanthe and Oberon and 
Ursula Vietze, well-known Kona 
area violinist and the orchestra’s 
concert master, will perform The 
Violin Concerto No. 1 in G minor, 
Op. 26, considered one of the 
most popular violin concertos in 
the repertoire

In addition the orchestra will 
perform selections from The 
Chronicles of Narnia film series 
that were first released in 2005.

Info: Visit http://www.cham-

berorchestraofkona.com/con-
certs.html.

Teen improv workshop 
held at Honua Studios

This Saturday, The 
Alohaha Comedy Company 
presents Sonya Meyer’s 
Improv Basics for Teens.

In this four-hour introductory 
workshop for players ages 13 
to 17, participants will form a 
team mentality and become 
more comfortable with fellow 
players by learning how to 
connect with eye contact 
and support one another. 

The workshop will be held 
at Honua Studios (located 
below Costco) and runs from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets 

Charlie O’Kelly will be performing at the Chamber Orchestra 
of Kona’s “Spotlight on Soloists” concert. COOK/COURTESY PHOTOSEE WRAP-UP PAGE 8A

KAILUA-KONA — Four Hawaii music 
stars will align this weekend for the benefit 
of West Hawaii’s own group of accom-
plished singers.

Henry Kapono, Johnny Valentine, 
Blayne Asing and Alx Kawakami will be 
performing the songs of Kapono’s former 
band, Cecilio & Kapono (C&K), at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at the Royal Kona Resort. The 
one-time event is a benefit concert for the 
Kona Choral Society, a nonprofit choir 
made up of over 100 singers from Hawaii 
Island.

Kapono already makes a monthly trek 
to the Royal Kona Resort to perform, and 
he couldn’t pass up the opportunity to 
bring his friends from Oahu over to help 
his friends in the Kona Choral Society.

“We’ve been wanting to bring the songs 
of C&K to Kona, and it’s a great oppor-
tunity,” Kapono said. “It will be a great 

night, all the songs that 
people love and that we 
love. And coming in with 
Blayne, Johnny and Alx, 
it just puts everything into 
a new perspective because 
they sound amazing. The 
whole group together, it 
sounds like a record.”

Kapono has won multiple Na Hoku 
Hanohano awards, and was nominated 
for a Grammy in 2007 for Best Hawaiian 
Music Album. He was co-founder of popu-
lar Hawaiian music duo Cecilio & Kapono, 
and has had a solo career since the 1980s.

As the leader of Saturday’s group, 
Kapono has brought the musicians togeth-
er before to support good causes through-
out Hawaii.

“We just love to do those kinds of 
things that Henry supports. That’s how 
we support him,” Asing said. “And it’s 

Giving back 
to fellow 

musicians
FAMOUS HAWAII ARTISTS COME 
TOGETHER FOR KONA CHORAL 

SOCIETY BENEFIT CONCERT

BY ELIZABETH PITTS
WEST HAWAII TODAY

epitts@westhawaiitoday.com

Alx Kawakami, Johnny Valentine, 
Blayne Asing and Henry Kapono will 
be performing together the songs 
of C&K on Saturday at the Royal 
Kona Resort to benefit Kona Choral 
Society. BLAYNE ASING/COURTESY PHOTO
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Max Holtz and Danielle Zalopany star in the film “Last Taxi Dance,” which will be showing alongside other 
short films for the Ohina Short Film Showcase at the Kahilu Theatre on Saturday. LAST TAXI DANCE/COURTESY PHOTO

Looking into the past, present

KAILUA-KONA — Stories of 
prejudice, the effects of war and 
human connection — the film 
“Last Taxi Dance” has them all.

Three heavy subjects are 
packed into the 18-minute short 
film that takes place near the 
end of World War II, a period 
that writer and director Brayden 
Yoder believes has similarities to 
modern times.

Set in Honolulu’s Chinatown in 
1945, “Last Taxi Dance” tells the 
story of a taxi dancer, Mahea, and 
the lonely, unnamed U.S. soldier 
she finds herself with. As their 
conversation unfolds through-
out the night, the two characters 
learn to overcome their respec-
tive prejudices against each other 
and see the world from another 
point of view.

Oahu-native Yoder’s vision for 
“Last Taxi Dance” came together 
as he witnessed an intense time 
in American politics, and that 
theme runs parallel to the film’s 
1940s Hawaii setting.

“I actually wrote it in Dec. 2015, 
just as the presidential election 
was heating up. All the elements 
of politics, divisiveness and the 
vitriol from that time period, it 
made me want to do a story that 
was more about connecting than 
division,” Yoder said. “The theme 
of the film is about connection. 
How to bridge differences across 
cultures.”

“Last Taxi Dance” will make its 

premiere on Hawaii Island at the 
Palace Theater in Hilo on Friday 
as one of five films showing as 
part of the Ohina Short Film 
Showcase. The showcase, along 
with “Last Taxi Dance,” will also 
be playing at 7 p.m. Saturday at 
the Kahilu Theatre in Waimea. 
This is the first year that the 
Ohina Short Film Showcase will 
be at the Kahilu Theatre.

“Last Taxi Dance” was 
filmed over the course of four 
days in February in Honolulu’s 
Chinatown, and made its 
world premiere last month at 
the Hawaii Theatre on Oahu. 
The film stars two actors who 
frequent the Honolulu theatre 
stage together — Max Holtz, who 
plays the role of the solder, and 
Danielle Zalopany. All the actors 
in the film are Honolulu locals.

Casting for the film came easy 
for Yoder and the rest of the 
crew. Zalopany was cast as the 
lead female role Mahea without 
having to audition.

“She was the only choice,” 
Yoder said. “She had just been 
cast in a film called ‘Waikiki’ and 
my producer saw her audition 
tape and said ‘Wow, this woman 
would be amazing for Mahea.’ 
And it really wasn’t a hard deci-
sion. I just kind of knew she was 
the right one.”

For the soldier, Zalopany 
recommended Holtz, who has 
been a part of the Honolulu 
theatre scene for the last three 
years. Having worked with each 
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Danielle Zalopany stars as Mahea in 
“Last Taxi Dance.” COURTESY PHOTO

The Ohina Short Film Showcase will be 
showing at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Kahilu 
Theatre. KAHILU THEATRE/COURTESY PHOTO SEE TAXI DANCE PAGE 7A



other prior to “Last Taxi 
Dance” made the process 
of filming more com-
fortable for both actors.

“I’ve done a ton of 
plays and a lot of stage 
work, but never film,” 
Holtz said. “There was 
a lot that was really 
new with being on the 
set and film acting, and 
having Dani, who is 
someone who I know 
really well and some-
one who I’m comfort-
able acting with, made 
a huge difference.”

While Holtz found 
the transition to film 
from theater a challeng-
ing experience, he said 
his character and the 
theme of the film reso-
nated with his personal 
experiences of moving 
from Washington, D.C., 
to Hawaii several years 
ago.

“As someone who 
didn’t grow up in 
Hawaii, I definite-
ly connect a lot with 
my character’s experi-
ence in this film,” Holtz 
said. “A lot of it is him 
learning about the 
Hawaiian experience as 
an outsider.”

Zalopany had her 
own family history 
from World War II to 
look back on and find 
inspiration for the 
character of Mahea the 

taxi dancer. Taxi danc-
ers were women hired, 
usually for a price 
around 10 cents, to 
dance one-on-one with 
a customer. Taxi dance 
clubs were popular in 
the 1920s and 1930s, 
especially in larger 
American cities such 
as New York, Chicago 
and Honolulu. By the 
end of World War II, 
taxi dance clubs were 
on their way out.

“My family, we’ve 
lived on the islands for-
ever and that’s actually 
a time when my grand-
mother was alive, so 
she would talk about it,” 
Zalopany said. “One of 
my grandfathers actu-
ally owned a restaurant 
in Chinatown during 
World War II that 
would cater to the sol-
diers. He owned a taxi 
cab and would go down 
to Pearl Harbor and 
pick up the soldiers on 
leave and take them to 
his restaurant.”

Yoder, a veteran of 
the Iraq War who previ-
ously directed the 2013 
short film “Breakdown,” 
also brought his past 
experience into mak-
ing “Last Taxi Dance.” 
He said being an offi-
cer in the military was 
what helped him learn 
the discipline and man-
agement skills needed 
to be a filmmaker, and 
the angst of the sol-
dier’s character is what 

resonated with him the 
most.

“Creatively, being in 
Iraq and the clash of cul-
tures, my work derived 
from that,” Yoder said, 
“And the question is, 
are we fated to fight-
ing forever, or is there a 
way to get along. I think 
about Hawaii and how 
we, generally, get along 
here, and those themes 
kind of led to ‘Last Taxi 
Dance,’ which is my 
most hopeful version of 
that theme.”

Holtz said the film is 
about human connec-
tion and how to bridge 
the divide between two 
cultures. The cast and 
crew hope that theme 
will resonate with 
audiences throughout 
Hawaii.

“I really hope that 
people can take away 
that we need to be more 
understanding, accept-
ing and not jump to 
conclusions,” Zalopany 
said. “To look at each 
other as human beings 
and realize that we all 
have our sort of emo-
tional baggage to bear. 
And sometimes that 
connects us more than 
we would assume.”

Info: The Ohina Short 
Film Showcase is a free 
event to begin 7 p.m. 
Saturday at the Kahilu 
Theatre in Waimea.

The “finger heart” 
is often used by South 
Korean celebrities but 
now even main stream 
public and politicians also 
use the finger gesture as 
a sign of love. By crossing 
your thumb over the index 
finger, you create what 
looks like a heart. It’s one 
of those trends that caught 
on uniquely in South 
Korea. Recently, North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-
un was seen in a photo 
with the South Korean 
president Moon Jae-in 
with Mountain Paekdu in 
the background making 
the finger heart. The his-
tory of the finger heart is 
unknown and many celeb-
rities claim they started the 
finger trend. Celebrities 
such as G-Dragon claimed 
he started the trend while 
Kim He-soo also climes 
she started the trend sev-
eral years ago.

Let Me Introduce Her
Episodes 33 & 

34; 35 & 36
Sunday, 6:45 p.m.: Chan 

Ki realizes Eun Han has 
regained her memory and 
he reveals his true, devilish 
nature. Eun Han plans to 
escape from Chan Ki, but 
he keeps a tight leash on 
her to prevent her from 
escaping. Will Eun Han be 
able to free herself from this 

nightmare? Sunday, 7:45 
p.m.: To completely escape 
Chan Ki’s hold on her, 
Eun Han plans to use his 
greatest weakness against 
him. She demands a 
divorce by using a video she 
found on her phone. Chan 
Ki desperately looks to find 
a way out of the situation. 
Thus, he gets his hands 
on something that could 
be devastating to both 
Eun Han and Kang Woo.

Still 17
Episodes 27 & 28 (Mon); 

Episodes 29 & 30 (Tues)
Monday, 7:45 p.m.: Woo 

Jin learns the real truth 
about the incident 13 years 
ago. He is elated at the 
news that Seo Ri had not 
died. But that happy feeling 
soon gives way to the guilt 
he feels for robbing her of 
13 years of her life. Chan is 
on the edge, worried that 
his uncle will disappear 
again. Tuesday, 7:45 p.m.: 
Woo Jin and Seo Ri realize 
they were each other’s first 
loves. They decide to end 
the intermission life phase 
they were in and move on. 
Chan leaves the memory 
of his first love in the past. 
The man who has been 
paying Seo Ri’s hospital 
bill finally reveals himself.

Your Honor
Episodes 27 & 

28 (Wed); Episodes 
25 & 26 (Thur)

Wednesday, 7:45 

p.m.: Kang Ho throws in 
his gavel, as he ends his 
days as a judge after an 
emotional case about a 
fireman. He musters up 
his courage to tell So Eun 
who he really is. Before he 
gets the chance, So Eun 
finds out about Soo Ho 
and Kang Ho’s shocking 
predicament through Sang 
Chul. Thursday, 7:45 p.m.: 
Misunderstandings arise 
between Kang Ho and So 
Eun. Kang Ho goes to So 
Eun, determined to tell her 
everything he had kept 
hidden about himself. He 
sees So Eun being dragged 
away by a group of men.

Rich Son
Episodes 77 & 78 (Fri); 

Episodes 79 & 80 (Sat)
Friday, 7:45 p.m.: 

Gwang Jae and Young Ha 
fight over her visiting Tae 
Il at the hospital. Tae Il 
assumes Seo Hee saw the 
note. Tae Il suffers from 
side effects toward the end 
of his recovery. Everyone 
heads for a camping trip 
to celebrate Yong’s exam 
final. Saturday, 7:45 
p.m.: Kyung Ha follows 
her plan to leave for her 
travel. Gwang Jae and 
Young Ha embark on their 
boxed lunch business. 
Tae Il’s dishonest nature 
toward Seo Hee leaves 
a scar. An unexpected 
opportunity presents 
itself to Gwang Jae.
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Hawaii Writers Guild 
presents Writers’ Voices

The Hawaii Writers Guild will present 
Writers’ Voices, an evening of origi-
nal readings by Guild members, from 
6-7:30 p.m. Oct. 3 at the Thelma Parker 
Library, 67-1209 Mamalahoa Highway 
in Waimea.

Readers will include guild members 
Dave Fouts from Honokaa, Diane Revell 
from Kapa’au, and Jim Gibbons and 
Greer Woodward, both from Waimea.

“This month there will be a mix of 
prose and poetry and we’ve been able 
to keep the number of readers to four, 
so there will be time for discussion and 
questions after the readings,” said Joy 
Fisher, Guild public relations director in 
a press release.

Dave Fouts, who leads the writ-
ers support group at Tutu’s House in 
Waimea, has selected three of his favor-
ite poems to read: “She is Indiana,” “At 
Sea” and “A Second Chance with the 
Dead.”

Diane Revell, known for writing 
poems and short stories, will present 
both genres, including a poem and non-
fiction piece reflecting on her involve-
ment in an Alzheimer’s study, as well 
as three other poems inspired by her 
experiences and the environment.

Recently returned to his home in 
Hawaii after an absence in California, 
Jim Gibbons will read a selection from 
his new memoir, “Flashbacks,” entitled 
“Teacher, You Have a Heart On,” recall-
ing his experience of “teacher burnout.”

“If you have a cat that spends most 
of its time in your kitchen, you know 
about magic,” said Greer Woodward, 

who will prove the point with her short 
story, “A Cat of Many Kitchens,” a story 
which plays with secrets, history, rec-
ipes, a touch of time travel, and cats 
and magic. 

The Hawaii Writers Guild is an inde-
pendent association of professional 
writers engaged in the promotion of 
cultural enrichment. The semi-month-
ly readings are free and open to the 
public.

Videos and stories of past readings 
are posted on the Guild website at 
http://www.hawaiiwritersguild.com/
guild-news.html.

Info: For additional information or 
directions contact Joy Fisher at 238-
0551.

Words and Wine event at 
Kona Stories Book Shop

Join local authors for the monthly 
Words and Wine event hosted by Kona 
Stories Book Shop on Oct. 2. This event is 
free to the public and offers a chance for 
you to meet and greet some of Hawaii’s 
favorite authors and artists while you 
enjoy complimentary pupu and wine. 
October’s featured authors are – Hank 
Silva, Martina Wing and Peter Chaput.

This event starts at 6 p.m. with an 
informal meet and greet merging into 
a more formal book presentation from 
each author and concluding around 8 
p.m. after a Q&A session. Dress is casual 
aloha wear. Kona Stories is located in the 
Keauhou Shopping Center.

Info: For more information call Brenda 
or Joy at 324-0350.
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